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Week Ending Friday, October 9, 1998

Statement on the Death of
Gene Autry
October 2, 1998

Hillary and I are saddened to learn of the
death of Gene Autry. An entire generation
of Americans has lost a beloved old friend
from childhood. Gene Autry’s music and
movies captured all that was good and inspir-
ing about America’s Old West. His characters
taught children across America important
lessons about courage and freedom, justice
and fairplay. And in leaving behind a treasure
trove of recordings—from ‘‘Back in the Sad-
dle Again’’ to ‘‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer,’’ America’s First Singing Cowboy will
sing forever. Our thoughts and prayers go out
to the Autry family.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Reception in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
October 2, 1998

Thank you. Thank you very much for the
warm welcome. [Laughter] I’ve had a won-
derful time in Philadelphia today, and I am
deeply indebted to you for being here to-
night, for supporting our party, our can-
didates, and what we stand for.

I, too, want to thank Congressman Chaka
Fattah for the High Hopes program. He and
the mayor met me today at the airport with
a number of young children from Philadel-
phia who are in your school system, in your
middle school system. And then later, we sat
down and drank a soft drink together, and
I visited with them. And Chaka asked how
many of them wanted to go to college, and
they all wanted to go. And now they and lit-
erally tens of thousands of children like them
all across our country are going to be able
to go because of the initiative that he brought

to me, that I embraced, and that we have
worked so hard to pass: the High Hopes
scholarship program. And we thank him.
America is in your debt, Congressman.
Thank you.

And I believe we have one of our can-
didates for Congress here, too, tonight—Roy
Afflerbach. Let’s give him a hand. He’s some-
where. Where are you, Roy? There you go.
[Applause] Thank you. Thank you for run-
ning.

I want to thank Steve Grossman for doing
a superb job as the chairman of the Demo-
cratic Party. And we will not tell his mayor
that he bragged on Rendell shamelessly to-
night. [Laughter] I also want to thank Len
Barrack of Philadelphia for being our finance
chair. He’s doing a wonderful, wonderful,
wonderful job.

And finally, let me say that the mayor was
uncommonly generous tonight, but his ad-
ministration is basically the embodiment of
my philosophy of government. When we
came before the American people, Al Gore
and I, in 1992, we said we had a different
idea, that we wanted everyone in America
who was a responsible citizen to have oppor-
tunity. We wanted to come together as one
community across all of our differences of
race, religion, politics, income. We wanted
to prove that you could be pro-business and
pro-labor. We wanted to prove that you could
be in favor of economic growth and still im-
prove the environment. We wanted to end
all these sort of false choices that had been
imposed on us by the hot rhetoric of Wash-
ington for too many years. And we had a dif-
ferent theory of government, that we thought
that the main role of government was to cre-
ate the conditions and to give people the
tools to make the most of their own lives.

And all the initiatives that the mayor men-
tioned, that he so generously gave me credit
for, most all of them were available to a lot
of other places, too. But Philadelphia made
the most of its opportunities because in no
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